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REPLY TO RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 

In reply to the Restriction Requirement that was mailed in connection with the 
above-captioned case on June 3, 2003, Applicants provisionally elect the invention of 
Group 33, claims 20, 21, 24, 25, and 29 (in part). The election is made with traverse. 

Applicants submit that Groups 33-37 should be examined together. Group 33 is 
drawn to nucleic acid molecules encoding a LIN-61 polypeptide which includes at least 
130 contiguous amino acids of SEQ ID NO:5 and modulates cell proliferation. Groups 
34-37 are drawn to nucleic acid molecules encoding various mutant LIN-61 polypeptides. 



The claims of these groups all are directed to nucleic acid molecules that encode LIN-6 1 



* 



polypeptides and these polypeptides are defined by Sequence Identification Numbers in 
the claims. Further, as taught in the specification, for example at page 30, lines 9-12, 
mutant LIN-61 polypeptides, like a wild-type LIN-61 polypeptide, can modulate cell 
proliferation. Thus, given that these nucleic acid molecules encompassed by the claims of 
Groups 33-37 are related in that they all encode a LIN-61 polypeptide that can modulate 
cell proliferation, and given that these LIN-61 polypeptides comprise the sequence of 
particular Sequence Identification Numbers, examining these five groups together would 
not present an undue burden on the Examiner. 

Enclosed is a petition to extend the period for replying to the Restriction 
Requirement for two months, to an including September 3, 2003, as well as a check in the 
amount of $205.00 for the required fee. If there are any other charges or any credits, 
please apply them to Deposit Account No. 03-2095. 
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